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classes : the first, in which you sit inside; and the
second, in which you sit outside. When I found that
I should have to sit outside, I was still further enraged;
and when I heard that our destination was thirty miles
off, I was so angry that I nearly got out of the train.
Before I could do so, however, the engine whistled,
and we were off ! Helpless and annoyed I was; but
I soon forgot all my troubles when I saw, from the
elevation at which I was, the beauties of the landscape,
&c. I said that the commissionaire had done very
wisely in seating us on the top. I was so delighted
that I was prepared to travel any distance.

" On arriving at Versailles we descended, and after
going a short distance from the station, we found a
locked iron gate, through which I saw houses, lovely
gardens laid out with flowers, canals, ponds, and foun-
tains. I knew then that this was the famous palace in
which former kings of France used to reside, and
which is still kept up as it was in olden days. It is
opened on the first Sunday of every month, to afford
the public an opportunity of seeing its beauties and
wonders, and enjoying an outing and a share in the
tastes of a king. The site of this royal palace was
once a great open plain. King Louis XIII. one day
was hunting, and came alone here. With difficulty
he got a roof to cover him. The air of the plain
pleased him greatly; so he built a hunting-box on it,
buying the ground from an archbishop. In 1632 A.D. he
built a small palace, the architect being the famous
Lemercier. Louis XIV, commenced in 1682 another
palace; and although in this year he held receptions in
it, it was not quite finished. Mansard and Gabriel
were the architects, and the palace remains to this day a
monument of their skill. There were a number of well-